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FONP Board Members: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.folym.org 

Friends of Olympic National Park Mission Statement:  
Our mission is to support Olympic National Park in preserving 
the Park's natural, cultural and recreational resources for the 
benefit of present and future generations. Friends of Olympic 
National Park promote understanding of the Park's 
ecological, educational, economic and recreational 
importance and work with the Park on special projects.  

Toni Harms (President) 
Norm Dawley (Past-President) 
Ben Braudrick (Vice President) 
Dori Broglino (Secretary) 
Dave Peterson (Treasurer) 
Dave Colthorp 
Gary Holmquist 
Gay Hunter 
Dale Julander 
Jennifer Murphy 
Ernie Vail 
Judith White 

Thank you for your support of Friends of Olympic National Park. Due to the Covid-
19 pandemic and the subsequent cancellation of all Friends’ activities in 2020, all 
members who paid in 2020 will receive free membership in 2021.  
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Message from the President, 
Friends of Olympic National Park   

Dear Friends: 
 

 

2 

 

“Wisdom is the awareness and acknowledgement of the gap between life as you perceive, 

project and wish it to be and life as it is—and being shrewd and able (moment to moment) 
to flow, shift, act, adapt or just be accordingly.” Rasheed Ogunlaru 
 

 

Pandemic Impacts: As the pandemic has dragged on longer than 
imaginable, the FONP Board has adapted, maintained connections, 
and continued moving forward. The biggest negative impact of the 
pandemic, of course, has been on volunteerism due to the inability to 
host gatherings within CDC/Washington State guidelines.  We’ve also 
missed supporting the Perspectives Winter Lecture Series. On the 
bright side, we’ve increased our social media presence, kept 
members updated with biannual newsletters, and built an 
enthusiastic board with a shared love of the Park.  
 
We look forward to a virtual Spring Membership Zoom Meeting on 
March 18th. Zach Allen, Archeological Technician for the Park, will 
present: Terra Incognita: 8000 years of Cultural History in Olympic 
National Park.  Our Spring Membership Meeting agenda will follow 
Zach’s presentation (see page 5 for details). 
 

 

Toni Harms 
FONP President 
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After three years as the FONP President, Norm 
Dawley stepped down from the role in January, 
and Toni Harms was elected by the Board as his 
replacement.  Norm was honored at the January 
board meeting with a signed Certificate of 
Recognition and a Brown’s gift certificate. Norm is 
credited with maintaining strong working 
relationships with the Park staff, building an 
enthusiastic board, and promoting expansion of 
our website and Facebook page.  He is going to 
remain on the board and is helping in the process 
of Friends group becoming a 501(c)(3).   

Changes on the Board: Please see our ‘Meet Your Board’ link on our 
website for photos of your board members enjoying the outdoors. 
https://www.folym.org/meet-the-board 

Lake Crescent in a winter rain. 
Photo by Allison Julander. 
 

Norm Dawley 
 

Trail to 
Marymere Falls 

 

Message from the President, 
Friends of Olympic National Park   

https://www.folym.org/meet-the-board
https://www.folym.org/meet-the-board
https://www.folym.org/meet-the-board
https://www.folym.org/meet-the-board
https://www.folym.org/meet-the-board
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Finally, as is the rest of the country, we look forward to the time when we 
can gather safely with a true appreciation of our ability to meet and 
greet.  Until then, please feel free to reach out to the Board at our shared 
email: FONP2020@gmail.com with ideas/suggestions/comments. 
 
Sincerely,  
Toni Harms, President 
Friends of Olympic National Park 

New FONP Decals: We were excited to work with the team at Sticker 
Mule to develop Friends of Olympic National Park car decals to 
promote our cause.  Each paid membership will receive an FONP decal 
along with the biannual newsletter. 

Membership Waivers: Following the 
lead of many non-profit organizations, 
we will be waiving membership fees in 
2021 for those who paid in 2020. New 
paid memberships for 2021 will receive 
our biannual newsletter, access to 
speakers at our Spring/Fall meetings, 
and one of our new FONP decals.  

Olympic National Park public domain photo; Flickr. 

Olympic National Park public 
domain photo; Flickr. 

FONP logo used to 
create the decal. 

Message from the President, 
Friends of Olympic National Park   

mailto:FONP2020@gmail.com


Spring Membership Zoom Meeting  

& Presentation 
Date: March 18, 2021 

Time: 7 pm 

Guest Speaker: Zach Allen 

Archeological Technician, Olympic Nat. Park 
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Abstract: The cultural history of the Olympic Peninsula and Olympic National 
Park is complex and spans thousands of years. Ranging from pre-contact 
indigenous people’s use of the natural environment to historic settlement of 
the area these special places and stories associated with them are so  
important to acknowledge and carry on for future generations. Join me as we 
explore these topics and get an intimate understanding of this special part of 
the world we all love. 
 
 

Topic: Terra Incognita: 8000 Years of 

Cultural History in Olympic National Park 

We invite all FONP members to attend our virtual Spring Membership 
Zoom Meeting on March 18th! All members will receive an Eventbrite 

invitation via email prior to the event. Once you register, you will receive 
the Zoom link for the meeting.   

Spring Membership Zoom Mtg Agenda: 
• Welcome/Announcements 
• Featured Speaker, Zach Allen 
• Olympic National Park Update 
• Most Inspirational Park Employee Award: 
Dave Allen 
• Former Board Member Recognitions: Dave 
Colthorp, Paul Gleeson, Rod Farlee & Wendy 
Goldberg 
• FONP Board Member Election Results 

About the Speaker: Zach Allen is originally from Poulsbo and has spent 
countless summers exploring the Olympic Peninsula. He worked in cultural 
resource management for six years prior to joining the National Park Service 
two years ago. He’s currently working for Olympic National Park as an 
archeological technician and finishing his Master's degree at Central 
Washington University's School of Cultural and Environmental Resource 
Management studying pre-historic stone tools in the Elwha River Valley. 

Petroglyphs at 
Wedding Rocks. 
NPS Public domain 
photo; Flickr. 



6 Friends of Olympic National Park 
Special Recognitions: 

The FONP Board would like to thank the following individuals for 
their many years of support! 

Paul Gleeson - Retired FONP Board Member. Paul first came to the 
Peninsula as an archeologist with the WSU Ozette Archeological 
project between 1966 and 1981. Paul began working for the Park 
Service in Alaska in 1985. From 1992 to 2011, he was the cultural 
resource manager for Olympic NP. Now retired, he is committed to 
assuring that Olympic NP remains protected for the enjoyment of 
all. He has served on the FONP Board for approximately 8 years. 

Dave Colthorp - Retiring FONP Board Member. Dave worked at 
Olympic National Park from 1978 to 2010. He started out as a 
Maintenance Worker at Staircase/Dosewallips and ended his 
career as the Buildings and Campgrounds Supervisor for the Park. 
He later worked  on contract for three years as a Construction 
Manager for the removal of the Elwha Dams. He remains active as 
a volunteer for Olympic National Park, Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 
and Clallam County. Dave and his wife, Cindy, put on a BBQ for the 
FONP-sponsored Duk Point Beach Clean-up every Spring. Dave also 
organized Spring and Fall cleanups at the Park Visitor Center.   

Rod Farlee  & Wendy Goldberg - Distinguished Service Award. 
Rod's service on the board stretches back to the mid 2000s. Rod 
has served as President, put together past newsletters, filed IRS 
and state non-profit documents, created our website and 
Facebook pages, spearheaded changes to our Bylaws and 
Communications Policy, and kept our membership and the board 
informed of important Park issues. Rod was crucial to the 
temporary saving of the Enchanted Valley Chalet in 2014. Wendy 
also served Friends diligently for many years, helping Rod with 
the aforementioned tasks, keeping track of our mailing list, 
sending out emails and Facebook notices, and assisting with 
newsletter mailings." 



2020 Most Inspirational Olympic Nat. Pk. Employee: David Allen  

David’s first experience in ecological restoration was in 1985 in California, where he 
worked as a botanist and project manager for an environmental consulting firm. This 
provided David with invaluable experience working in a number of different habitats. 
He also established two nurseries in California that produced native plants for various 
restoration projects.   

David Allen is Manager of the Matt Albright Native Plant 
Nursery located at Robin Hill Farm County Park near 
Sequim. The nursery raises native plants for re-vegetation 
projects within Olympic National Park.  The facility was 
built in 2009 to provide plants for the re-vegetation needs 
associated with the removal of the Elwha dams. The 
nursery continues to provide native plants for numerous 
park projects.  Nursery operations occur throughout the 
year and include: seed collection and processing, plant 
propagation and production, facility maintenance, out-
planting and project management.  Much of this work is 
done by park volunteers.  Projects are coordinated with the 
National Park volunteer office, but the Matt Albright 
Nursery program is  run semi-autonomously. David Allen 
manages an effective and committed volunteer program. 
Go team! It is for his devotion to the volunteers so critical to 
the success of the Matt Albright Nursery that we recognize 
David Allen as the 2020 most inspirational park employee. 

David moved to Sequim in 1989, where he 
opened the Shore Road Nursery in Agnew. 
In 2008, he was hired by Olympic National 
Park to manage production of native plants 
for re-vegetation projects. David has made 
significant contributions to local habitat 
restoration, and he has raised awareness 
and interest in native plants on the Olympic 
Peninsula. 

Thank you very much, David! 
You inspire us everyday! 

Matt Albright Native Plant Nursery 

David Allen 
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Because of the pandemic, FONP did not get the opportunity to recognize David 
Allen as the Most Inspirational ONP employee in 2020. So, we’re making up for it 
in 2021. David has recently retired. But, his support of numerous restoration 
projects in Olympic National Park is truly inspirational !     



There are 2 methods for submitting your ballot. Please choose 
one of the following methods (but please only vote once): 
 
1) You can vote online at the following link: 

 
 

2) Or, you can mail in a paper copy of both pages of the ballot to: 
 

Friends of Olympic National Park 2021 Board of Directors Election Ballot 

               Vote for 5 candidates to serve 3-yr terms            Page 1 of 2 
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Gary Holmquist (Incumbent) is a retired mechanical engineer who worked 
for NPI USA and other owners of the Port Angeles mill for 37 years in various 
production management positions.  Gary and his wife Jan are avid hikers, 
backpackers and backcountry skiers.  They have traveled through most of 
Olympic National Park either on foot or on skis.  He has been on the Board of 
the Hurricane Winter Sports Club for over 20 years.  Gary has been their 
Liaison with ONP for the past 10 years, working closely with the park on many 
topics relating to winter recreation at Hurricane Ridge. Gary is also a member 
of the Hurricane Ridge Ski Patrol. 

Ben Braudrick (Incumbent) If elected, this will be Ben’s second term as 
Board Member and Vice President of Friends of Olympic National Park. 
Over his three-year term, he has been witness to, and a part of a changing 
of the guard of many original board members. New members have also 
been brought on to assist our efforts with the board’s expansion. During 
the pandemic we’ve continued to move forward with a reinvention of how 
we reach our members digitally, a move to become a federal non-profit, 
and preparation for the day in which we can all come back together and 
celebrate Olympic National Park and its employees through our volunteer 
efforts. There are many fresh new efforts on the horizon for the Friends 
Group, and Ben would be proud to continue contributing to those efforts 
and providing leadership to our board. 

Dori Broglino (Incumbent) is a natural resource professional who has 
worked in the outdoors in the Everglades, Southeast Alaska, Idaho and 
currently here on the Olympic Peninsula.  Since moving to the Peninsula in 
2014 she has spent much of her free time hiking and backpacking in the 
Olympic National Park and surrounding areas.  She has been on the FONP 
Board since 2019 in the role of Secretary.  She has enjoyed being part of 
FONP and helping the Board out on various projects.   

FONP, P.O. Box 2438, Port Angeles, WA 98362 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3G87KN8 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3G87KN8


Friends of Olympic National Park 2021 Board of Directors Election Ballot 
Page 2 of 2  
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Hailey Lester has lived in Forks and Sequim, but now lives in Port Angeles. 
She has a bachelor's degree in Outdoor Recreation Leadership from E. 
Washington Univ. She’s worked as a Trip Leader for EPIC Adventures in 
Cheney, WA. She led backpacking, hiking, rock-climbing, paddle boarding, 
and canoeing trips. She has her Wilderness First Responder certification, 
Leave No Trace Trainer, and Level 4 Swiftwater Rescue certification. She’s 
currently obtaining her MBA online from E.Washington Univ.and is due to 
graduate in May 2021. She enjoys hiking, biking, snowshoeing, backpacking, 
taking walks with her dogs, skiing, and spending time with her Fiancé and 1-
year-old daughter. She summitted Mount St Helens when she was 20 weeks 
pregnant with her! Her daughter has been hiking with her since she was a 
few weeks old.  

Charlie Sheldon lived on Kitsap Peninsula for 20 yrs, but he currently resides 
in Tacoma. He’s been hiking and backpacking in Olympic National Park for 30 
yrs. He’s spent probably 500-600 days  exploring the Park and has  even 
made it to some off-trail traverse areas (Cameron, Muncaster, Lillian, Lake 
Success). He’s done some trail maintenance work over the years, too. He 
worked at sea and along the waterfront most of his career, has a Masters 
Degree in Resource Management and Wildlife Biology from UMass, was 
engaged in some big gnarly cleanups in the Port of Seattle, and spent nearly 
20 yrs working with the Suquamish and Muckleshoot Tribes negotiating 
fishing and shipping agreements. He has 20 yrs  experience as a project and 
construction manager on waterfront projects, including cleanups. He moved 
here years ago to be near the Park, and he’s never regretted the decision. 

FONP Board 
Members 



Friends of Olympic National Park  
Superintendent’s Update 

Sarah Creachbaum, Olympic National Park Superintendent    
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Snow Surveys 
Park scientists completed the first snow surveys of 2021 in the Olympic 
Mountains and report that the snow pack is at 116% of normal. We have also 
received over 20" of snow at Hurricane Ridge since the surveys were completed. 
The Climate Prediction Center continues to forecast La Nina conditions into 
March, which gives us a higher probability of cooler and wetter than normal 
conditions. Typically, the Olympic mountain snowpack reaches it maximum in 
early April. 
 
2020-2021 Winter Season at Hurricane Ridge 
The winter season at Hurricane Ridge runs through March 28. Monday, February 
15 is the last holiday Monday the Hurricane Ridge Road is scheduled to be open. 
As is typical, weekends are busy with the parking lot filling up between 9-10 am. 
On Fridays, the parking lot does not typically fill up but the Hurricane Ridge Ski, 
Snowboard & Tubing Area are only open on the weekend. Follow Hurricane 
Ridge on Twitter for road updates (no account necessary). The Hurricane Ridge 
Visitor Center as well as the Mountain View Cafe, Gift Shop & Rental 
Shop remain closed through the winter 
season. Restroom facilities are open. The 
exhibit space, tables, and warming area 
are closed so be prepared to use your 
vehicle as a warming area and pack extra 
food, water, dry clothing, and blankets 
and/or sleeping bags in your vehicle. For 
more info visit the website. 

Spruce Railroad Trail 
The Spruce Railroad Trail has been closed to through traffic since January 3 due to a 
landslide. (See photo on page 10.) Both trailheads are open for use up to the 
tunnels on either side, but the trail is closed between the tunnels for public safety 
until the estimated 3,000 cubic yards of soil and debris can be cleared. The park has 
secured the funding to complete the work which will be handled by Bruch & Bruch 
when conditions permit. 

Hurricane Ridge. Photo 
provided by Olympic Nat. Pk. 

https://twitter.com/HRWinterAccess
https://twitter.com/HRWinterAccess
https://twitter.com/HRWinterAccess
https://www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/hurricane-ridge-in-winter.htm
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Marymere Falls Overlook 
Due to recent storm damage, the upper overlook is closed temporarily until the trail 
crew is able to clear the trail and repair the upper viewpoint and railings. The lower 
overlook has been cleared. 
 
Heart O’ the Hills Entrance Station Project 
A project to redesign the Heart O’ the Hills entrance station area on Hurricane 
Ridge Road to facilitate traffic flow is set to begin in April and be completed by fall 
2021. This project also includes the installation of a permanent variable message 
sign near the Hurricane Ridge Parkway/Mount Angeles Road junction to provide 
wait time information/road conditions, etc.  

Friends of Olympic National Park  
Superintendent’s Update 

Sarah Creachbaum, Olympic National Park Superintendent    

January 3 landslide across the  
Spruce Railroad Trail, Lake 
Crescent. Photo provided by 
Olympic Nat. Pk. 

Recognitions 
I'd like to acknowledge the extraordinary contributions of the following Friends 
of Olympic National Park board members: Dave Colthorp, Paul Gleeson, Rod 
Farlee, and Wendy Goldberg. Thank you for your dedication and service on 
behalf of Olympic National Park. I'd also like to extend my gratitude to the 
outgoing FONP Board President Norm Dawley, thank you for your strong and 
thoughtful leadership.  
 
Finally, I'd like to acknowledge the retirement of several long serving exceptional 
employees. Congratulations to Chris Eckard, Janis Burger, Patte Danisiewicz, and 
Dave Allen. Your outstanding service on behalf of Olympic National Park will not 
be equaled. 
 
 



Friends of Olympic National Park 
We encourage you to visit us on Social Media: 

Check out our 
updated  webpage:  

Engage on the Friends of Olympic 
National Park Facebook page: 

Members use Facebook to share their 

experiences in the park or to seek 

advice about future visits to the park.  
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https://www.folym.org/ 

Visit our new Friends of Olympic National 
Park Instagram site, and sign up to 
follow us  

https://www.instagram.com/friendsolympic
national/?igshid=1xoo02xx1kznt 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1271200973
16043/?ref=share 

https://www.folym.org/
https://www.instagram.com/friendsolympicnational/?igshid=1xoo02xx1kznt
https://www.instagram.com/friendsolympicnational/?igshid=1xoo02xx1kznt
https://www.facebook.com/groups/127120097316043/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/127120097316043/?ref=share
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Friends of Olympic National Park 
Annual Calendar of Events: 

Friends of Olympic National Park will resume 

sponsorship and coordination of these popular 

activities (including volunteer opportunities 

that benefit the park), once CDC and state 

guidelines allow for it.  
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Friends of Olympic National Park 

2019 Visitor Center landscaping project: 

FONP looks forward to 

scheduling new   

volunteer activities that 

benefit the park once 

CDC and state guidelines 

allow for it.  

Friends of Olympic 

National Park, with 

assistance from David 

Allen (most inspirational 

ONP employee in 2020 -- 

see page 7) – helped 

clean up and landscape 

the employee entrance 

at Olympic National 

Park Visitor Center in 

Port Angeles.  



Where your membership money goes… 
•Knowledge that you are supporting this treasured place  
•Recognition funding for Most Inspirational Park Employee and Most Inspirational 
Friend Volunteer 
•Sponsorship of the Perspectives Lecture Series 
•Funding for special projects such as the beautification of Employee Entrance at 
Visitor Center 
•Funding for special events, such as Duk Point Beach clean-up & volunteer BBQ 
•Biannual member newsletter 
•FONP Car Decal to share your pride! 

Yes, I would like to renew my membership in Friends of Olympic 
National Park: 
 

___ Individual $25 ___ Family $30  
___ Student $15  ___ Current Armed Services $15  

 
Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________ 
City State Zip_________________________________ 
Phone_______________________________________ 
e-mail (to receive 
newsletter)__________________________________ 
 

Please return to: 
FONP, P. O. Box 2438, Port Angeles, WA 98362 

It’s Time to Renew your membership in  

Friends of  Olympic National Park (FONP).  

Snow bank at Hurricane Ridge Lodge 

Rialto Beach. NPS Public domain photo; Flickr. 
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Friends of Olympic National Park 

Historical Perspective: 

Downhill skiing, Deer Park (1930s-1950s) 

Modern-day cross-country tracks at 
Deer Park. Photo provided by Gay 

Hunter. 

Downhill skiing was available at Deer Park from the 
mid-1930s to the late 1950’s. But, the area would 
sometimes have thin snow in the winter, the road 
was only a 1-way road, and parking was limited. So, 
the ski area was relocated to Hurricane Ridge in the 
late 50’s - - timed with the new paved road that 
provided year-round access to Hurricane Ridge.  

Historical photos are from the Olympic National Park 
Archives 


