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Friends of Olympic National Park Mission Statement:  
Our mission is to support Olympic National Park in preserving 
the Park's natural, cultural and recreational resources for the 
benefit of present and future generations. Friends of Olympic 
National Park promote understanding of the Park's 
ecological, educational, economic and recreational 
importance and work with the Park on special projects.  

 
Norm Dawley (President) 
Toni Harms (President-elect) 
Ben Braudrick (Vice President) 
Dori Broglino (Secretary) 
Dave Peterson (Treasurer) 
Dave Colthorpe 
Gary Holmquist 
Gay Hunter 
Dale Julander 
Jennifer Murphy 
Dakota Truitt 
Ernie Vail 
Judith White 
 

Thank you for your support of Friends of 
Olympic National Park. We ask for your 
continued support. Due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and the subsequent 
cancellation of all Friends’ activities in 
2020, all members who joined in 2020 
will receive free membership in 2021. If 
Friends’ activities are cancelled in 2021 
we will likely waive membership fees for 
2021, as well. 
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Message from the Friends of Olympic National Park 
Board Members   

Dear Friends: 
 

This year has been interesting. In regards to Friends of Olympic 

National Park, the Covid-19 pandemic has significantly altered our 

usual doings. It’s quite unfortunate because this year we had several 

new volunteer events in which we planned to participate. Of course, 

our usual annual events were also cancelled. Our last in-person board 

meeting was in February 2020. At this meeting we discussed the 

following 2020 events: 

 

Spring 2020 Membership Meeting - Usually held in March, this was 

the first event to be cancelled. In addition to an interesting talk by 

Tom Mix, Dan Dosey, and Linda Morin of the Back Country Horsemen 

of Washington Peninsula Chapter, and in addition to honoring David 

Allen, manager of the Matt Albright Native Plant Nursery, with our 

annual Most Inspirational Park Employee Award, AND in addition to 

an always anticipated Park Report by Superintendent Sarah 

Creachbaum, we planned on honoring 2 long-serving board members 

who retired from the board, Paul Gleeson and Rod Farlee, along with 

Rod’s trusty helper, Wendy Goldberg. Please forgive my sarcasm, but 

we greatly missed having this opportunity to embarrass some of our 

best friends and colleagues with boring stories from the past. Back to 

seriousness, we look forward to honoring and hearing from all these 

great people in the near future. 

Ozette Beach Cleanup - In April we 

were going to participate in the annual 

Beach Cleanup at Sand Point and 

Cape Alava. 

 

 
Duc Point near Ozette Beach; 
photo by Norm Dawley 

NPS Public domain 
photo of Ozette, Flickr 
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Message from the Friends of Olympic National Park 
Board Members (continued)   

Back Country Horsemen of Washington Olympus Chapter “Share 

the Trails Day & BBQ” - In May we were going to help the BCHW 

Olympus invite the public to learn about trail etiquette, Leave No 

Trace, and horse riding and horse packing on trails. 

 

Employee Orientation Picnic- In June we were going to help the 

Park welcome new and past Park employees at their Employee 

Orientation Day Picnic at the Clallam County Fairgrounds 

 

Duc Point Coast Cleanup - Also in June we were going to help youth 

volunteers clean up the beach at remote Duc Point. 

 

Summer Wildflower Walk - In July we were going to hold our 

annual Summer Wildflower Walk 

 

Matt Albright Native Plant Nursery - Also in July we were going to 

celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Volunteers in Parks program by 

helping out in the greenhouse and in the field at the nursery in 

Robin Hill Park 

 

 Annual Volunteers in Parks picnic & BBQ - In August we were 

going to celebrate Park volunteers by helping the Park hold their 

annual VIP picnic and BBQ. For the past three years, Friends of 

Olympic National Park has awarded a Youth Volunteer Service 

Awards at this event to young people who have shown outstanding 

volunteer service to Olympic National Park. 

 

As a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, our Spring and Fall 2020 

Membership Meetings, and all of the events listed above, were 

cancelled. We look forward to participating in these and other events in 

the future – once it’s safe to do so. 
 

Sincerely, 
Norm, Toni, Ben, Dori, Dave P., Dave C., Gary,  

Gay, Dale, Jennifer, Dakota, Ernie, & Judith 

[2020 Board Members] 
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Friends of Olympic National Park  
Current Events, and Looking ahead to 2021 

Virtual Board Meetings in 2020 

 

The board has been meeting virtually via Zoom video conferences 

since July. We don’t have a ton to talk about because there isn’t 

much volunteer activity going on in the Park. But, we’ve been 

taking care of housekeeping issues such as changing to a smaller 

post office box to save money, tabulating the board election 

results, choosing officers, finding a new home for our booth setup, 

evaluating our Federal non-profit status, and planning this email 

newsletter. It’s a good way to stay in touch during these uncertain 

times. 

Spring 2021 Membership Meeting 

 

One of our first significant annual events on our Friends’ calendar 

is the Spring Membership Meeting. At this point in time, we don’t 

know if we’ll hold a membership meeting in Spring 2021. The 

Covid-19 pandemic shows no sign of abating. If things don’t 

improve significantly by then, it’s unlikely we’ll hold this meeting. 

Also, we normally elect new board members in the Spring. That 

would be delayed, as well. We’ll chalk up March-December 2020 as 

a “dormant period”, and we recognize that some, or all, of 2021 

may also end up being dormant. We will resume our normal 

schedule of events supporting Olympic National Park when it’s safe 

to do so. We’ll keep you informed via email and through our 

Facebook page. 

Zaidel photo (2013) of ONP mushrooms in the Fall, 
public domain, Flickr 

Near-vertical rock layers, ONP public domain 
photo, Flickr 
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Friends of Olympic National Park  
2020 Board Member Election Results   

Election Results 

 

This year’s board member election differed from past elections in two 

ways: 

(1) The Covid-19 pandemic. We did not hold a Spring membership 

meeting, where we suspect many of you would have submitted your 

ballots. We received ballots in the mail, but not nearly as many as in 

the past. We sent out notices via email and on our Facebook page to 

encourage additional voting. Unfortunately, we didn’t receive a 

significant number of ballots after these notices. 

(2) This year, we had more people running for the board than there 

were open positions. Normally the number of people running for the 

board matches the number of open positions, making the election 

process more of a formality. This year, eight people ran for six 

positions. This situation has positive and negative aspects. The 

positive is that there were many people interested in serving on the 

board and helping steer Friends of Olympic National Park in our 

mission to help the Park connect with the community through 

volunteer activities. The negative is that unfortunately two people 

running for the board were not elected. 

 

These are the results of this year’s elections to our board: 

 

Toni Harms (incumbent) - elected to a 3-year term 

Jenny Murphy (new) - elected to a 3-year term 

Dave Peterson (incumbent) - elected to a 3-year term 

Dokata Truitt (new) - elected to a 3-year term 

Ernie Vail (incumbent) - elected to a 3-year term 

Judith White (new) - elected to a 2-year term 
 

The reason for the different lengths of the terms is to spread out the 

elections so that roughly one third of the total number of board 

members (13) is elected each year. 
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Unfortunately, 2 candidates - - Sandra Hodges Knuth and John 

Petrotta - - were not elected to serve on the board for this term. We 

thank both Sandra and John for their interest and enthusiasm in 

supporting Olympic National Park by serving on the board. We 

hope they run again next year, and we look forward to working with 

both of them in the future. 

 

It should be noted that several of the new board members found 

out about Friends of Olympic National Park and submitted their 

candidacy for the board through our Facebook page. Indeed, we old 

board members have yet to meet new board members in person due 

to Covid-19. We’ve been holding virtual board meetings via Zoom 

since July, and we only recently finalized the 2020 election results. 

 

 

 

Friends of Olympic National Park  
2020 Board Member Election Results (continued)   

BBacus photo, public domain, Flickr 

Shawn Sheltren photo, public domain, Flickr 

NPS public domain photo, Flickr 

Tunnel viewpoint, 
Hurricane Ridge 
Road 

Various scenes from Olympic National Park 
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Friends of Olympic National Park  
A summary of park activities presented by   

Sarah Creachbaum, Olympic National Park Superintendant    

It has certainly been a year to remember at Olympic National Park. 

We hope that all our park friends and their families are well and 

safe. 

   

Deputy Superintendent Lee Taylor has been on a temporary 

assignment as acting superintendent at Sequoia and Kings Canyon 

National Parks since July. Lee will return mid-November. Chief of 

Interpretation Lee Snook, is also on assignment, serving as the 

acting Chief of Interpretation at Yosemite National Park. Lee Snook 

will return in February. 

 

Olympic is excited to welcome our new Chief Ranger, Scott Jacobs.  

Scott comes to Olympic from the National Park Service Law 

Enforcement Training Center in Brunswick Georgia, where he led 

the national ranger field training program. He has also been a 

ranger at several parks including Yosemite and Grand Canyon.  

 

Despite the pandemic and high visitation, Olympic staff completed 

several key projects in FY 2020. Contractors Bruch and Bruch are 

putting the finishing touches on the Spruce Railroad Trail. 

Construction should be complete in mid-November. The trail is 

simply beautiful and will be a true asset for our community. 

  

The park implemented the fourth year of the exotic mountain goat 

translocation this summer. In total 325 goats were trans-located to 

the North Cascades. This Fall, 20 groups of 

highly skilled volunteers ventured into the park 

to conduct goat 

ground removal. A 

total of 31 goats 

were removed 

despite some very 

challenging 

conditions. 

Spruce Railroad Trail tunnel 
Lake Crescent from 
Spruce Railroad Trail 
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Friends of Olympic National Park  
A summary of park activities presented by   

Sarah Creachbaum, Olympic Nat. Park Superintendant (continued)    

After 3 years of construction the Hurricane Hill project is complete. 

The first .4 mile now complies with federal accessibility standards 

allowing persons with physical challenges a wonderful opportunity 

to experience some spectacular views.  The full length of the trail 

has been paved and is 8’ wide. The trail can now accommodate a 

large volume of visitor traffic without encouraging hikers to step off 

the trail and damage the fragile sub-alpine vegetation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Looking ahead, the winter season for Hurricane Ridge will 

open on November 27th. COVID-19 precautions will be in place 

to keep everyone healthy and safe. Winter visitors are 

reminded to bring water, sunscreen, lunch and plenty of 

snacks as the snack bar will not be open. Restrooms will be 

open at the Hurricane Ridge Visitor Center, though the visitor 

center itself will not be accessible. The Hurricane Ridge Ski 

and Snowboard Area will be open as normal. 

  

All park staff join me in thanking our friends for their support and 

many volunteer hours. (If you aren’t a member already, you should 

join!) 

 

Stay well and I hope to see you at the Ridge this winter! 

Re-constructed 
Hurricane Hill Trail 

ONP Winter scene, NPS public domain photo, Flickr 
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Friends of Olympic National Park 
Social Media: 

Check out our updated  webpage:  https://www.folym.org 

Engage on the Friends of Olympic 
National Park Facebook page: 

We encourage you to visit our 

Facebook page frequently to check for 

updates and notices. Just search for 

Friends of Olympic National Park in 

Facebook’s searchbar. You’re more 

likely to see our posts if you prioritize 

our Facebook page in your newsfeed. 

Click the small down arrow in the 

upper right of any Facebook page. 

Choose “News Feed Preferences” then 

“Prioritize who to see first.” Then, 

select Friends of Olympic National 

Park. This way Facebook will put posts 

from “Friends” toward the top of your 

personal newsfeed. 
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