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Friends of Olympic National Park Mission Statement:  
Our mission is to support Olympic National Park in preserving 
the Park's natural, cultural and recreational resources for the 
benefit of present and future generations. Friends of Olympic 
National Park promote understanding of the Park's 
ecological, educational, economic and recreational 
importance and work with the Park on special projects.  
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Rialto Beach. Photo from 
FONP Archive 

Park Entrance near Port Angeles Visitor 
Center. Photo by Jennifer Murphy 



Message from the President, 
Friends of Olympic National Park   

2 Toni Harms 
FONP President 

 

To lovers of the wild, these mountains are not a hundred miles 
away.  Their spiritual power and the goodness of the sky make 
them near, as a circle of friends.” John Muir 

Though I am not someone who makes resolutions, I do enjoy 
embarking on a New Year and the promises it brings.  I am 
particularly excited about 2022 as a time of growth for the 
Friends of Olympic National Park. Our social media sites have 
expanded our reach to over 7100 Facebook and 450 Instagram 
followers.  This has given us a platform for shared information regarding seasonal 
safety and responsible outdoor recreation.  
 
The FONP Board remains dedicated to the following directives: Fiscal Responsibility, 
Volunteerism, Education, and Olympic National Park Preservation/Promotion.  

Fiscal Responsibility: Behind the scenes, the Board has been focused on analyzing 
our fiscal responsibilities, in order to determine a path forward for the long-term.  
We value our paid memberships in that we are able to convert those monies into 
Park projects and rewards for service to the Park. 

Volunteerism: Within the constraints of the pandemic, we continue to promote 
volunteerism and remain hopeful that we can do a Spring Visitor Center cleanup in 
March and perhaps a Duk Point cleanup in April.  We have had consistent strong 
response to volunteer opportunities and will continue to use Eventbrite as a means 
of sign-up and tracking. 

Education: Gratitude is owed to Dean Butterworth 
(ONP Outreach) and Sarah Morrison from North 
Olympic Library System for collaborating to make the 
virtual Perspectives Lecture Series happen!  The 
turnout in January was excellent and there are three 
more educational opportunities scheduled for this 
Spring: February 8th, March 8th, and April 12th.   
https://www.nols.org/onp-winter-speaker-series/#ONP 

Cross-country skiing on Obstruction 
Pt. Rd. Photo by Gay Hunter 
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Message from the President 
(continued),  

Friends of Olympic National Park   

3 Toni Harms 
FONP President 

 

ONP Preservation/Promotion: Our Facebook and Instagram 
sites (links, below) are our main platforms for providing 
meaningful information to visitors, as well as a visual treasure 
trove of photographs of flora and fauna in the Park.  We have 
had feedback from our membership that the Facebook page 
has trended towards becoming a Trip Advisor, so we have 
made an effort to direct visitors to the Trip Planning app for 
Olympic National Park.  We also try to screen posts and 
redirect as appropriate for questions about the ferry system, Olympic National 
Forest, etc.  Every effort is also made to keep our website current and relevant:  
https://www.folym.org As always, we welcome your feedback to our email: 
FONP2020@gmail.com 

With that, I thank you for your support of our all-volunteer Board and wish 
you the best in 2022. 

Kalaloch Lodge. Photos from FONP Archive 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/127120097316043/?ref=share)  

https://www.instagram.com/friendsolympicnational/?igshid=1xoo02xx1kznt  

Facebook and Instagram links: 

Toni Harms 

https://www.folym.org/
mailto:FONP2020@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/127120097316043/?ref=share
https://www.instagram.com/friendsolympicnational/?igshid=1xoo02xx1kznt


Friends of Olympic National Park  
Park Update from 

Lee Taylor, Acting Superintendent, Olympic Nat. Pk.   
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It has been a good year for snow and Hurricane Ridge has been busy with snow 
lovers whether they are on skis, cross-country skis, snowshoes, or just riding in 
their cars.  The Hurricane Ridge ski area will continue to be open Saturdays, 
Sundays and holiday Monday 2/21 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm through March 
27—if you haven’t been up to enjoy the winter majesty now is the time! 

Severe winter storms caused flooding, landslides, downed trees, and other 
damage that temporarily closed many areas of the park.  All areas normally 
open this time of year are back in operation except for two: East Beach Rd. 
suffered landslides in the area that burned in 2020 and will reopen after the 
wet season.  Staircase Rd. is closed due to snow and low staffing through the 
end of February. 

Storm damage, December 2021 – January 2022. All photos provided by Olympic National Park. 

Flooding on South Shore 
Quinault Rd 

Slide on Hwy 101, 
Lake Crescent 

Flooding at Mora 
Dickey Boat Launch 

Flooding at  B Loop Comfort 
Station, Hoh Campground 



Friends of Olympic National Park  
Park Update (continued) from 

Lee Taylor, Acting Superintendent, Olympic Nat. Pk. 
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The replacement of the Heart of the Hills entrance is complete and should 
provide improved traffic flow. The project included installation of a variable 
message sign at the start of the parkway where we can post information about 
wait times and road conditions.  We hope this will help some with crowding. 

Ruby Beach parking area will be paved and improved for wheelchair 
accessibility. The area will be closed for 90 days beginning in May.  

You can anticipate work on both Obstruction Point and Hurricane Ridge Roads 
in the fall.  Obstruction Point will close 9/6 for the rest of the season.  Hurricane 
Ridge Rd. will be closed October 3-13. 

These are just a few of the large and small projects happening this year, from 
replacing septic drain fields in several locations to installing a restroom at 
Madrona Point on Lake Crescent.  

With the departure of Superintendent Sarah Creachbaum in January the park 
is in a period of transition. Lee Taylor is Acting Superintendent until a 
permanent replacement is selected later this spring. 

Park staff is busy getting ready for the 
summer season. We are grateful to the 
Friends of Olympic National Park for 
their ongoing collaboration and 
support for our colossal beauty of a 
park! 

Lee Taylor 

Olympic National Park headquarters. 
Photo from FONP Archive 

Kinnikinnick  
(native plant in  

Olympic Nat Pk). 
Photo from FONP 

Archive 



Friends of Olympic National Park  
Olympic National Park Perspectives Winter Speaker Series 
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The ONP Perspectives Winter Speaker Series is underway, with programs hosted 
by the North Olympic Library System via Zoom.  The series is sponsored by 
Olympic National Park, Friends of Olympic National Park, and the North Olympic 
Library System. The talks are free to attend, though pre-registration is required. 
Participation is limited to the first 100 registered attendees. The talks will be 
offered at 7 PM on the 2nd Tuesday of each month from January to April 2022. 
Titles of the talks and names of speakers are provided, below. The following 
website provides additional information about the talks, links to register for 
upcoming talks, and links to  access recordings of previous presentations: 

https://www.nols.org/onp-winter-speaker-series/#ONP 

Tuesday, January 11:  
Elwha Fish Tales in the Upper Elwha: Updates Since Dam 
Removal, 
presented by Heidi Connor & Josh Geffre, ONP staff. 
Link available at website, above, to view a recording of the 
presentation and the Q&A. 

Tuesday, February 8 (7 pm):  
Revisiting Stratigraphy of the Eocene to Miocene Sedimentary 
Rocks on the Olympic Peninsula 
presented by Erin Donaghy, PhD Student, Purdue Univ. 
Link available at website, above, to view a recording of the 
presentation 

Tuesday, March 8 (7 pm):  
Forest Restoration on Exposed Sediments Along the Elwha 
River  
James Kardouni & Jenise M. Bauman, Western Eashington Univ. 
Registration link available at website, above. 

Tuesday, April 12 (7 pm):  
Klamath River Restoration [note: Applying lessons learned from 
the Elwha River restoration] 
Joshua Chenoweth, Klamath River Restoration 
Registration link available at website, above. 

https://www.nols.org/onp-winter-speaker-series/
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7 Friends of Olympic National Park 
Special Recognitions: 

 

The FONP Board would like to recognize and thank the following 
individuals for their invaluable support! 

Dr. Judith White – Retiring FONP Board Member: We would like 
to thank Dr. Judith White for serving on the Board of FONP since 
2020.  Judi’s contributions included wisdom and experience from 
her time as former president of the Audubon Society.  She gave 
advice on obtaining Directors & Officers Liability insurance and 
presented “Birds of Olympic National Park” at our Fall 
Membership Meeting.  Her experience with virtual presentations 
on Zoom was invaluable.  We would like to thank Judi for her 
nearly two years of service on our Board. 

Sarah Creachbaum – Former Olympic National Park 
Superintendent: Sarah Creachbaum recently left her position as 
Olympic National Park superintendent to work as Regional 
Director for the national park service in Alaska. Sarah was a 
consistent and supportive force for FONP during her tenure, 
which was critical to the success of our volunteer organization. 
We appreciated her attendance and active participation in our 
Board meetings, as well as her real-time updates on Park issues, 
which she approached with thoughtfulness and humor.  Prior to 
the pandemic, she and her husband hosted a memorable holiday 
party as a thank you to FONP Board members.  We would like to 
thank Sarah for her strong support of FONP, and we wish her the 
very best in Alaska! 

Winter scenes in Olympic National Park. 
Photos from FONP Archive 



2022 Most Inspirational Olympic National Park Employee:  
 

Patti Happe  
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Patti Happe is about to celebrate her 30th 
anniversary with the National Park Service.  Patti 
currently serves as the Wildlife Branch Chief at 
Olympic National Park (ONP).  Patti began her Ph.D. 
and professional career studying the ecology of the 
elk - ranger relationship in ONP in the mid-1980's.  In 
the years since, Patti has pioneered and facilitated 
studies of elk movement, range and ecology 
population trends, mountain goat populations trends 
(along with their removal to the North Cascades, 
where they are native), marmot ecology, Elwha River 
restoration, spotted owl demographics and fisher 
reintroduction.  Thru Patti's leadership and vision,   

Mountain goats & Roosevelt elk in Olympic National Park. Photos from FONP Archive 

she is restoring the animal ecology at the Park one species at a time.  Our 
special thanks go out to Patti for her endurance, creative partnerships and 
selfless investment in this amazing ecosystem.  Friends of Olympic National 
Park is very pleased to present the award for Most Inspirational Olympic 
National Park Employee of 2022 to Patti Happe.  

Patti Happe holding a fisher 
(anesthetized). 



There are 2 methods for submitting your ballot. Please choose 
one of the following methods (but please only vote once): 
 
1) You can vote online at the following link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/98LM5BC 
 

2) Or, you can mail in a paper copy of both pages of the ballot to: 
 

Friends of Olympic National Park 2022 Board of Directors Election Ballot 

               Vote for 4 candidates to serve 3-yr terms            Page 1 of 2 
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FONP, P.O. Box 3238, Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Sam Baker first hiked into Grand Valley, Olympic National Park (ONP) in 
1951. Thankfully, it looks basically the same today. Sam would like to help 
preserve it for future generations, and participating on the Board would be 
one way to accomplish that goal. He’s particularly interested in preserving 
the backcountry and its non-mechanized accessibility. He has experience 
with backcountry camping/travel,  trail building, wilderness medicine (he’s 
a past Medical Advisor to ONP), and ONP policies. 

Sergio Contreras is 31 yrs old and has lived on the Peninsula for the past 21 
years. He works as an Emergency Room Technician (ERT) at Olympic 
Medical Center. Sergio grew up in a very humble town in Mexico where his 
family farmed for a living. They didn't have running water; they had very 
few modern things. It was a hard life, but Sergio  loved it , and he 
developed a high degree of respect for nature and the outdoors. His family 
later moved to Forks. Their family’s business was logging and cedar cutting. 
After high school, Sergio moved to Port Angeles, and that’s when he really 
began to explore the Park for the first time. He  loves backpacking, hiking, 
camping, paddle boarding, swimming, and photography. He would love to 
support the Park by serving as a board member of Friends. 

Amy Neil is the new General Manager of the Kalaloch Lodge, and she lives in 
Forks. She recently moved here after living/working for 20 years in Grand 
Canyon National Park. She was a member of the Grand Canyon Conservancy 
for over a decade, and was a board member of their recreation center and 
community wellness committee. She has a passion for the outdoors and is 
an expert hiker/backpacker (with WFR training). She’s hoping to spend more 
time kayaking and fishing in this new area. 
. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/98LM5BC


Friends of Olympic National Park 2022 Board of Directors Election Ballot 

               Vote for 4 candidates to serve 3-yr terms            Page 2 of 2 
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Dale Julander (Incumbent) is a retired geologist and has served on the Board 
of Friends of Olympic National Park (FONP) for the past 3 years. Dale’s 
primary role on the Board has been as newsletter editor. The newsletter has 
proven to be a very helpful resource for sharing information with FONP 
members during the pandemic. Dale grew up in Port Angeles and has always 
loved exploring, hiking, and backpacking in Olympic National Park. His very 
first backpacking trip was in high school to Seven Lakes Basin, and it was on 
an ONP “introduction to backpacking trip” led by a park ranger. He 
thoroughly enjoys being a part of the FONP team supporting the Park. 

Gay Hunter (Incumbent) Gay’s love for the Olympics began while riding 
through the area on a bike trip in 1975! She would eventually go to work for 
the Park as a biological technician (supporting the study of owl populations in 
the Park) and later as Curator (she served in this capacity for 10 years prior to 
retirement). Gay says the best part of retiring from the Park Service is having 
more time to spend in the backcountry! She’s been on the FONP Board for 
the 3 previous years. She’s hoping to continue in this role and be part of 
some exciting developments in the upcoming years!  

Lake Crescent. Photo 
from FONP Archive 

Elwha River (former Lake Mills 
site). Photo from FONP Archive 

Norm Dawley (Incumbent) grew up in Sequim hiking and backpacking with 
his Dad. He’s been an active volunteer with the Gray Wolf Trail Crew, ONP 
Trail Crew, and Backcountry Horsemen of  Washington. He helped a group 
move the Enchanted Valley Chalet in 2014. He joined the FONP Board in 
2015 and has served as Vice President, Secretary, and most recently as 
President (2018-2021). He continues to hike and backpack in ONP to this 
day. 



Friends of Olympic National Park 
Announcements: Upcoming Events: 
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Thursday, March 17 (7 pm):  
Friends of Olympic National Park Spring Membership 

Meeting (Virtual) 
 

Restoring Fishers to Washington, an Update on the 
Olympic Fisher Project 

 
Presented by Patti Happe, Wildlife Branch Chief, 

Olympic National Park 

Saturday, March 19 (9 AM – 1 PM):   
Volunteer Clean-up Day, ONP Visitor Center in Port 

Angeles   
 

Please register at the following link: 
 
 

 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/port-angeles-visitor-

center-cleanup-tickets-269919716137 

 
 

Weekend in late April (date TBD):  
Friends of Olympic National Park’s  

Cleanup of Duk Point on the coast near Lake Ozette 
 

Details to follow 

Photos from 2021 
Volunteer clean-up at 

ONP Headquarters 

Duk Point. Photo by Norm Dawley 

Fisher photos from Microsoft Power 
Point public domain “clip art” 
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Where your membership money goes… 
•Knowledge that you are supporting this treasured place  
•Recognition funding for Most Inspirational Park Employee and Most Inspirational 
Friend Volunteer 
•Sponsorship of the Perspectives Lecture Series 
•Funding for special projects such as the beautification of Employee Entrance at 
Visitor Center 
•Funding for special events, such as Duk Point Beach clean-up & volunteer BBQ 
•Biannual member newsletter 
•FONP Car Decal to share your pride! 

Annual membership options: 
 

___ Individual $25 ___ Family $30  
___ Student $15  ___ Current Armed Services $15  

 
Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________ 
City State Zip_________________________________ 
Phone_______________________________________ 
e-mail (to receive 
newsletter)__________________________________ 
 

Please return to: 
FONP, P. O. Box 3238, Port Angeles, WA 98362 

If you would like to become a paid member of:  
Friends of  Olympic National Park (FONP).  
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Elwha Valley. Photo by 
Jennifer Murphy. 



13 Friends of Olympic National Park 
Historical Perspective: 
Olympic Hot Springs Resort 

Olympic Hot Springs contains 21 natural  hot water 
seeps along Boulder Creek, a tributary of the Elwha 
River. The hot springs were used by the Klallam Tribe for 
centuries before the 1st European, Andrew Jacobsen, 
saw them in 1892. 
 
The Olympic Hot Springs resort opened around 1910, 
and it was in business until its lease with the National 
Park expired in 1966.  Buildings were subsequently 
removed in 1972, and the springs restored to their 
natural flowing state. 
 
The original resort consisted of rustic cabins, tents, and 
bath houses. It was challenging to get to, since it 
required an 11 mile hike or mule ride. In 1930, an auto-
road was completed, and visitation increased 
considerably. New buildings with lodging, a restaurant, and a large swimming pool were added 
to the resort.  Unfortunately, a fire destroyed many of the buildings in 1949, but they were 
soon re-built. The resort remained in business for another 17 years. 
 
Today, visitors can  reach the hot springs via a somewhat lengthy hike from the Madison Creek 
Falls parking area. Once there, they can soak in naturally-flowing, waste-deep springs that 
contain mineral water with temperatures ranging from 113 to 132 degrees.  

All photos from Olympic 
National  Park Archives 

Photographer: unknown. 
Object ID# 752.001 

Photographer Ellis, 4308.  
Photo # tnk001010.JPG 

Photographer: Ellis, 4300.  
Object ID# POL.006.002 



14 Friends of Olympic National Park 
Winter & Early Spring Scenes: 

Rialto Beach. Photo from 
FONP Archive 

Lake Crescent Lodge. 
Photo by Jennifer 

Murphy 

Winter scene in the Park. 
Photo from FONP Archive 

Winter scene in 
the Park. Photo 
by Gay Hunter. 

Lake 
Crescent. 

Photo from 
FONP 

Archive 

Kalaloch Beach. 
Photo from FONP 
Archive 


