https://www.folym.org

Friends of Olympic National Park Mission Statement:
Our mission is to support Olympic National Park in preserving
the Park's natural, cultural and recreational resources for the
benefit of present and future generations. Friends of Olympic
National Park promote understanding of the Park's
ecological, educational, economic and recreational
importance and work with the Park on special projects.

SPRING NEWSLETTER 2020
Friends of Olympic Nat. Pk.
Membership Meeting and
Board Election
Thursday, March 26, 7 pm
National Park Visitor
Center,
Port Angeles

Tom Mix

(Ballot on page 4.)
Special Presentation by Dan Dosey,
Tom Mix, & Linda Morin at the
March 26 meeting:

All About the Peninsula Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen of
Washington (BCHW)
The Peninsula Chapter of the BCHW was first organized in 1975 and gained
501C3 status in 2010. BCHW generously maintains, develops, and advocates
for multi-use trails throughout the Olympic Peninsula, and they educate riders
and other trail users about trail etiquette, 3S trail safety, and leave-no-trace
practices. They regularly work with many county, state, and federal trail crews
and resource agencies including ONP, USFS, DNR, WTA, ODT/PTC, and WSP.
The March 26 presentation will include information about past, present, and
future trail work projects, trail etiquette, 3S, and leave-no-trace efforts.
Tom Mix is a retired structural engineer, horseman, and trail packer. He's a
volunteer with the Peninsula Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen of
Washington (BCHW).

2020 Most Inspirational Olympic Nat. Pk. Employee:

David Allen
David Allen is Manager of the Matt Albright Native Plant
Nursery located at Robin Hill Farm County Park near
Sequim. The nursery raises native plants for re-vegetation
projects within Olympic National Park. The facility was
built in 2009 to provide plants for the re-vegetation needs
associated with the removal of the Elwha dams. The
nursery continues to provide native plants for numerous
park projects. Nursery operations occur throughout the
year and include: seed collection and processing, plant
propagation and production, facility maintenance, outplanting and project management. Much of this work is
done by park volunteers. Projects are coordinated with the
National Park volunteer office, but the Matt Albright
Nursery program is run semi-autonomously. David Allen
manages an effective and committed volunteer program.
Go team! It is for his devotion to the volunteers so critical to
the success of the Matt Albright Nursery that we recognize
David Allen as the 2020 most inspirational park employee.

David Allen

David’s first experience in ecological restoration was in 1985 in California, where he
worked as a botanist and project manager for an environmental consulting firm. This
provided David with invaluable experience working in a number of different habitats.
He also established two nurseries in California that produced native plants for various
restoration projects.
David moved to Sequim in 1989, where he
opened the Shore Road Nursery in Agnew.
In 2008, he was hired by Olympic National
Park to manage production of native plants
for re-vegetation projects.
David has made significant contributions to
local habitat restoration, and he has raised
awareness and interest in native plants on
the Olympic Peninsula.

Thank you very much, David!
You inspire us everyday!

Matt Albright Native Plant Nursery

Friends of Olympic National Park
Social Media:
Check out our updated webpage: https://www.folym.org

Engage on the
Friends of Olympic
National Park
Facebook page:

Friends of Olympic National Park 2020 Board of Directors Election Ballot
Vote for 5 candidates to serve 3-yr terms and 1 candidate to serve a 2-yr term
3Yr
2Yr

Toni Harms (Incumbent) joined the board of FONP one year ago and has been active in
upgrading the group's social media and website presence. She also served as backup to the
secretary and helped facilitate food service for the Perspectives Lecture Series. She organized a
clean-up and planting of the employee entrance at the Main Visitor Center in conjunction with
Dave Allen from the Park Service. She is interested in continuing service on the board as she
feels she is just getting her feet wet!
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Sandra Hodges Knuth recently moved to Sequim (July 2019) after retiring as a Registered
Nurse. She has many years of experience in trauma and emergency medicine and has a
Masters in Nursing with emphasis in public health. As an outdoor lover and athlete, she moved
here to enjoy the mountains and water. She has hiked many of the trails and paddled various
areas on the Peninsula. She would like to help give back to the community and help others
enjoy this beautiful area.
Jenny Murphy was raised between Forks and Sequim and has spent the majority of her life in
Olympic National Park. She’s currently enrolled in an online Master’s degree program in
Natural Resource Management. She hikes, kayaks, camps and volunteers for many
organizations in the area, including: North Olympic Salmon Coalition, Jamestown Tribe, Stream
Stewards, and Olympic National Park to name a few. Nature is truly her passion.
Dave Peterson (Incumbent) was born and raised in Port Townsend. He worked on the ONP
trail crew in 1970 & 1971. Since moving to Port Angeles in 1978, he has worked in construction
and was the instructor of the Building Trades Program at the North Olympic Peninsula Skills
Center from 1999 through 2012. Currently semi-retired, he is happy to have more time to
explore the backcountry of the Park. He has served on the FONP Board for 11 years.
John Petrotta moved here January 2000. He retired in January of 2017 and likes to hike,
backpack, run, snow shoe and enjoy the wild flowers. He also devotes time to volunteering.
He loves the Olympic Mountains and wants to preserve their beauty.
Dakota Truitt is a Restoration Specialist and Forester for WA State Department of Natural
Resources based in Forks, WA. She is the lead for the Good Neighbor Authority Program for
the Olympic National Forest, working towards shared stewardship and increased pace and
scale for restoration. She spends her free time hiking and backpacking in Olympic National
Park, taking her dog Bagel the Beagle for runs, hunting and fishing, gardening and reading.
Dakota has volunteered with Coastsavers for the past three years but is looking to further give
back to the land that she loves through involvement with FONP."
Ernie Vail (Incumbent) is a former Park trail foreman 1967-70. He lives near Joyce and provides
packing services through his business, Olympak Llamas. Ernie continues to be an active Park
trails volunteer and has opened the Queets Trail for each of the past 11 years.
Judith White has lived in Sequim (retired) since 2017 and wants to give back to our wonderful
park. She feels the park is a very special place, which deserves our support. She has prior
experience serving on non-profit Boards, including the Olympic Peninsula Audubon Society.

Return ballots in person at our March 26 meeting, or by mailing to:
FONP, P.O. Box 2438, Port Angeles, WA 98362

Upcoming Friends of
Olympic National Park Events
Tuesday, March 10, 7 pm, North Olympic Library, Port Angeles.
Perspectives presentation: “An Update on Glaciers” by Bill Baccus, field
scientist with Olympic National Park.
How do scientists monitor changes in high alpine glaciers, and what
trends are they observing? Bill Baccus breaks down the science, and
what it means for the future of Olympic’s watersheds.
Thursday, March 26, 7 pm, Park Visitors Center, Port Angeles.
Spring Membership Meeting. Tom Mix will talk about the Peninsula
Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen of Washington (BCHW). We will
conduct a Friends of Olympic National Park (FONP) Board election.
Annual FONP membership renewals will be underway.
Tuesday, April 14, 7 pm, North Olympic Library, Port Angeles .
Perspectives presentation: “A Big (3)Year(s) in Plants” with Patrick
Loafman, biological technician with Olympic National Park.
Patrick has undertaken a three-year quest to photograph every type of
plant found in Washington state’s Coast Range. Learn about the
challenges of creating a simple key to allow plant enthusiasts to more
easily identify plants.
Saturday, April 25 Coast Clean-up at Cape Alava and Sand Point - both accessed via 3 mile hikes from Lake Ozette Ranger Station. Trash
will have to be carried to ranger station on volunteers’ backs. Barbecue
will be held following the clean-up project. More information to be
provided at a future date.

It’s Time to Renew your membership in
Friends of Olympic National Park (FONP).

Friends of Olympic National Park activities include:
* Sponsor monthly Perspectives lectures November through April
* Coordinate with WA Coast Savers on Spring clean up of coastal
beaches (also sometimes in the Fall)
* Help clean up the Visitor Center or Headquarters each Spring & Fall
* Award a Most Inspirational FONP member annually
* Organize a Summer wildflower walk with National Park staff
* Help National Park throw a BBQ for Park volunteers each summer
* Award a Most Inspirational Park Employee annually
Yes, I would like to renew my membership in Friends of Olympic
National Park:

___ Individual $25
___ Student $15

___ Family $30
___ Current Armed Services $15

Name_____________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
City State Zip_______________________________________
Phone____________________________________________
e-mail (to receive
newsletter)________________________________________

Return in person at March 26 meeting, or mail to:
FONP, P. O. Box 2438, Port Angeles, WA 98362

