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Friends of Olympic National Park Mission Statement:

https://www.folym.org

Our mission is to support Olympic National Park in preserving
the Park's natural, cultural and recreational resources for the
benefit of present and future generations. Friends of Olympic
National Park promote understanding of the Park's
ecological, educational, economic and recreational
importance and work with the Park on special projects.
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Message from the President,
Friends of Olympic National Park

Toni Harms
FONP President

“The only way to make sense out of change is to plunge into
it, move with it, and join the dance.” Alan Watts

Dear Friends:
As we make our way through this cool, wet spring into summer, I am
delighted to share some exciting changes with you, our membership. We
welcomed two new Board of Directors members after the spring election;
Sam Baker and Amy Neil. This rounds out our group of Board members to 13
as per our bylaws. We also held officer elections with the following new
officers elected: Jenny Murphy assumed the Vice President role, and Norm
Dawley, the Secretary role. Dave Peterson remains as Treasurer, and I will
stay on as President for at least another year. I would like to extend special
thanks to Ben Braudrick, former VP, and Dori Broglino, former Secretary for
the group. Your work helped get us to where we are today! Additionally, we
are grateful to Ernie Vale for the time you served on the Board. You remain a
valuable resource to us on the West side. The Board continues to meet
monthly and has remained flexible by using a hybrid meeting format; online
and in-person.
Photo from FONP Archive

In April, the Board voted to move forward
with application for 501c3 tax-exempt status
with the IRS. We have a subcommittee
meeting every other week to complete this
process, consisting of myself, Norm Dawley,
Dale Julander and Charlie Sheldon. The 40page application is an arduous learning
process at best, but it affords us the
opportunity to look back at our history as a
Washington non-profit since 2002. We value
those of you who have been with the group
since its inception, and may be reaching out
to you as we summarize our activities for
this application. Additionally, we believe it
will secure our financial future as a group,
and expand our ability to support Olympic
National Park.
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Message from the President,
Friends of Olympic National Park

Over Memorial Day weekend, I visited Glacier National Park, and was
particularly interested in how the Glacier National Park Conservancy
supports their institution. I came home with so many ideas! We are truly
privileged to be doing the work we’re doing.
FONP logo used to
create the decal.

In the meantime, we have resumed some of our summer FONP activities,
including a wildflower walk at Hurricane Ridge on August 5th, and the
Volunteer Services Picnic on August 17th at Peninsula College. FONP will
have a table there. We look forward to seeing your faces again in person. I
am also working with Volunteer Services to increase the number of
volunteer opportunities as we move through summer and fall.
As has been the case for all non-profits post-pandemic, our paid
membership this spring dropped significantly, so if you are able, please see
the membership form in this newsletter and renew. Feel free to email us at
FONP2020@gmail.com if you are unsure of your membership status.
Thank you!

Warmly,
Toni Harms, President
Friends of Olympic National Park
Photos from FONP Archive
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Friends of Olympic National Park
Park Update from
Lee Taylor, Acting Superintendent, Olympic Nat. Pk.
Sula Jacobs has been selected as the permanent
superintendent of Olympic National Park. She is
currently the superintendent of Delaware Water
Gap National Recreation Area and will begin her
new role in early August. Sula has more than 17
years of experience with the National Park
Service – many of those years have been serving
as a superintendent at parks across the agency.
She began her NPS career as a management
analyst with the office of the comptroller in
WASO. She went on to become an administrative officer at George
Washington Memorial Parkway and later the assistant superintendent at
Biscayne National Park. Sula then served as the superintendent at Cumberland
Gap National Historical Park before assuming her current position which she
has held since 2018. She has also served as acting deputy superintendent at
Yosemite National Park and acting superintendent at Biscayne National Park.
Sula holds a master’s in public policy, a bachelor’s in economics and East Asian
studies, and a graduate certificate in wilderness management. She looks
forward to exploring the Olympic Peninsula with family, friends, and her dog.
She enjoys paddleboarding, hiking, and baking.

Ruby Beach Area and Parking Lot Project
A project to improve the Ruby Beach parking
area and entrance road will begin June 16,
2022 and last through mid September. The
project will require a full closure for three
months until the work has been completed.
The closure includes the Ruby Beach
entrance road off Highway 101, the parking
area, and the trail down to the beach.
Improvements include grading and paving of the parking lot and entrance
road to improve drainage, accessibility, and traffic flow for vehicles and
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Friends of Olympic National Park
Park Update (continued) from
Lee Taylor, Acting Superintendent, Olympic Nat. Pk.
Ruby Beach Area and Parking Lot Project (continued)
pedestrians. Beach access to the south of Ruby Beach will continue to be
available at Beach 1, 2, 3, and 4, and the Kalaloch Campground. To the north,
coastal access is available in the Mora area at Rialto Beach, Second Beach
and Third Beach. First Beach is located on the Quileute Indian Reservation.

Quillayute River Restoration Project
The project is managed by the Quileute Tribe and is focused on habitat
restoration and bank stabilization. The project will take place mostly on
tribal trust land but a portion of the project will occur within Olympic
National Park near Mora Campground. Campers and visitors in the Mora
area should expect intermittent noise from construction on weekdays during
the summer and from helicopter flights during daylight hours beginning
June 20 through 24. Helicopter flights may extend into the weekend to June
26 depending on weather. The Dickey Boat Launch and the Quillayute River
from the park boundary downstream to the confluence of the Dickey River
will close from 6:00 am to 8:00 pm daily from June 20 to June 24. The
closure may be extended to June 26 depending on weather. This closure is
required for public safety during helicopter overflights hauling heavy
construction material.

Obstruction Point Road and Hurricane
Ridge Road Repair Project
A project to repair a section of Obstruction
Point Road near the Hurricane Ridge
Parking Lot will begin after Labor Day
weekend. Obstruction Point Road will be
closed to public access
beginning September 6. Hurricane Ridge
Road will also be closed to public
access October 3-14. This closure is
necessary to repair the outside lane on
Hurricane Ridge Road above Obstruction
Point Road.
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Friends of Olympic National Park
Park Update (continued) from
Lee Taylor, Acting Superintendent, Olympic Nat. Pk.
Hurricane Ridge Astronomy Programs
Master Observer John Goar and the Olympic dark skies
rangers will once again conduct their popular night sky
programs at Hurricane Ridge this summer! Meet at
Hurricane Ridge Visitor Center for a one-hour
astronomy program with telescopes. Look for a distant
galaxy or the planets Mars, Jupiter and Saturn.
•Wednesday June 22 through Saturday July 2, 11 pm
•Sunday July 17 through Saturday July 23, 10:45 pm
•Sunday July 24 through Monday August 1, 10:30 pm
•Monday August 15 through Sunday August 21, 9:45 pm
•Monday August 22 through Wednesday August 31,
9:30 pm

Full Moon on Hurricane Hill
Learn constellations on Hurricane Hill. Meet at the Hurricane Hill
trailhead. As the sun sets and the full moon rises, hike at your own pace
up the 1.6-mile, partially paved trail, climbing 700 feet to the summit.
Staff will point out constellations at the top. Bring flashlights and wear
sturdy shoes.
•Thursday and Friday August 11 and 12, 8:30 pm
•Saturday Sept 10, 7:30 pm

Photos from FONP Archive
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Hurricane Ridge
Shuttle:
The Clallam Transit System will be
offering shuttle service between
Gateway Transit in downtown Port
Angeles and Hurricane Ridge from
June 1 – September 30, 2022. They
will make 3 roundtrips each day.
Here is the shuttle schedule:
Depart Gateway Transit

Arrive Hurricane Ridge

9:30 AM

10:15 AM

12:30 PM

1:15 PM

2:45 PM

3:30 PM

Depart Hurricane Ridge

Photo from FONP Archive

Arrive Gateway Transit

10:30 AM

11:15 AM

1:30 PM

2:15 PM

3:45 PM

4:30 PM

The shuttle is free during the month of June.

During July, August, & September, the cost is $1 each way for
adults; it’s free for children 18 years of age and younger (teens
will need to provide proof of age).
Proof of a park pass is required to take the shuttle. Each $30 park
pass is good for 7 days and is limited to 3 passengers on the
shuttle. A link to purchase a park pass is provided, below:
https://www.recreation.gov/sitepass/74290
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Friends of Olympic National Park encourages park
visitors to “Leave No Trace”. Here is some guidance on
this practice from the Center for Outdoor Ethics
Leave No Trace and Social Media: There is little question that social media
plays a role in the promotion of various outdoor locations, and in some cases,
has led to significant resource and social impacts. It’s logical to ask, “Would
this place be as impacted as it is now had it not been for Instagram, Facebook,
Twitter, Snapchat or Pinterest?” Social media, like any tool or technology, can
be a force for good or it can have the opposite effect. What if every social
media post also included a message of stewardship? Think how different
things would or could be if this were the case.
Leave No Trace isn't black or white, right or wrong. It's a framework for making
good decisions about enjoying the outdoors responsibly, regardless of how
one chooses to do so. If outdoor enthusiasts stop and think about the
potential impacts and associated consequences of a particular action, it can go
a long way towards ensuring protection of our shared outdoor spaces. To that
end, we encourage outdoor enthusiasts to stop and think about their actions
and the potential consequences of posting pictures, GPS data, detailed maps,
etc. to social media. Furthermore, we urge people to think about both the
protection and sustainability of the resource and the visitors who come after
them.
When posting to social media, consider the following:
Tag thoughtfully – avoid tagging (or geotagging) specific locations. Instead, tag
a general location such as a state or region, if any at all. While tagging can
seem innocent, it can also lead to significant impacts to particular places.
Be mindful of what your images portray – give some thought to what your
images may encourage others to do. Images that demonstrate good Leave No
Trace practices and stewardship are always in style.
Give back to places you love – invest your own sweat equity into the outdoor
spaces and places you care about. Learn about volunteer stewardship
opportunities and get involved in the protection of our shared lands.
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“Leave No Trace” guidance (continued)
Encourage and inspire Leave No Trace in social media posts – given the
millions of social media users in the world, think of the incredible potential
that social media has to educate outdoor enthusiasts – first timers to
seasoned adventurers – about enjoying our wild lands responsibly.
As we have contemplated this issue we’re left wondering what the future will
bring in terms of technology, communication, and outdoor recreation. Will
posting pictures to social media be a thing of the past in five years? None of us
know. Social media, if used the right way, is a powerful tool that can motivate
a nation of outdoor advocates to enthusiastically and collectively take care of
the places we share and cherish.
Enjoy Your World, Leave No Trace!
Copyright: Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics (website: https://int.org/)

Photos from FONP Archive
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Friends of Olympic National Park
Historical Perspective: Humes Ranch (Part 1)
This is the first of a two-part article describing the history of Humes
Ranch, which is a historic cabin located several miles south of Whiskey
Bend along the Elwha River. These articles were written by Gerry
Humes, great nephew of Grant Humes. Grant was one of the original
settlers at Humes Ranch. He and his brothers built much of the existing
Elwha River trail, and they were packers for the first summit of Mt.
Olympus. Friends of Olympic National Park would like to thank Gerry
for this contribution.
In the late 1890s and early 1900s, three brothers from the town of Diana (New York)
made significant contributions to the exploration and settlement of the Elwha River
Valley in the northern portion of the Olympic Peninsula in Washington state. This
area was among the last places in the nation to be explored and settled. A U.S. Army
expedition in 1885 and a privately-financed expedition in 1889-90 were the first ones
to explore the region. There were a few pioneers who settled in the outer portions of
the valley in the mid 1890s. Some stayed, but others got discouraged by the rainy
weather and moved away.
In late 1897, Martin and Will Humes and their cousin Ward Sanders arrived in the
nearby village of Port Angeles. They came from a family in the Town of Diana that had
farmed, hunted, made maple syrup, and guided and packed parties into the upper
parts of the Middle Branch of the Oswegathchie River (New York). Their initial
purpose in going to the West, however, was not to farm, but to mine for gold, either
on the Olympic Peninsula or else in Alaska, where the Klondike Gold Rush was going
on. All three were impressed by the abundance of deer, elk, and fish in and around
the Elwha River. The three made forays into the upper reaches of the valley, hunting,.
fishing, and establishing trails. One
distinctive area, which contains two
small lakes, near the headwaters of
the Elwha is named Martin’s Peak in
honor of the discoverer. In the
summer of 1899, Martin Humes was
hired by a group of four explorers to
take them to the headwaters of the
Elwha to hunt for elk and also to
Photo from FONP Archive.
Humes Ranch circa 1940s
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Friends of Olympic National Park
Historical Perspective:
Humes Ranch
scout out a route to Mt. Olympus. As they were scaling the canyon of the North Fork
of the river, they ran into a rain storm and then snow, and they were forced to
retreat and abandon the search
Letters were sent home to another Humes brother, Myron, describing in great
detail hunting expeditions undertaken on the wooded slopes of the valley. Grant
Humes, a younger brother, was attracted by these descriptions and went to join his
brothers in 1899. Grant lived the pioneer life for about a year and a half, went back
to New York for a time, then returned to the Elwha in late 1904. In the meantime,
Martin had left the Olympics to pursue other opportunities, which included
prospecting for gold in southern Oregon and lastly in central Idaho. Alas, Martin
became ill and died there, many miles from medical assistance, on Christmas Eve
1904. His companions buried him on the bank of the Salmon River.
Will had taken up a claim under the Homestead Act and by the end of 1904 had
almost finished building a log cabin on the site. On February 17, 1905, Grant and
Ward helped Will move into the cabin. And, so, Humes Ranch was “born”. All three
lived there together, clearing land and adding outbuildings. One of Grant’s first tasks
was to divert the creek that flowed near the cabin. He climbed the hillside above the
cabin, dammed the creek, dug a ditch, and re-channeled the water so it flowed closer
to the cabin. He then added an elevated log flume with its drop point close to the
cabin. Today, the dam is gone, and the log flume has completely rotted away, but the
ditching is still visible.

… To be continued in the Fall Newsletter …
Photos from FONP Archive.
Left photo: March 1926.
Right photo: date unknown.

12

Friends of Olympic National Park
Spring Clean-up at the Park Visitor Center:
Friends of Olympic National Park would like to thank all the volunteers
who turned out to help with the Spring clean-up of the National Park
Visitor Center on March 19, 2022.

Photos from FONP Archive
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Friends of Olympic National Park
Adopts the National Park Visitor Center
Entrance Sign in Port Angeles:
Friends of Olympic National Park is pleased to
announce that our group will adopt the maintenance
of the area around the Main Visitor sign in Port
Angeles as our own! This agreement was reached with
Olympic National Park Volunteer Services and the Matt
Albright Nursery. The area is in frequent need of
weeding as it is a prime photo shot for ONP visitors.
There will be two upcoming volunteer opportunities,
one in summer and one in fall. Watch for the
Eventbrite links.
Photo from FONP Archive
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Friends of Olympic National Park
Wildflower & Insect Walk:
Friends of Olympic National Park
invite you to attend a summer
wildflower and insect walk at
Hurricane Hill
Friday, August 5, 2022
6:00 PM
Led by Mignonne Bivin, who is a retired
botanist from North Cascades Nat. Pk.

Registration link:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wildflower-insectwalk-tickets-371314791537

Meet at the Hurricane Hill Trailhead
Wear sturdy shoes, and bring water.
Due to limited parking at Hurricane Hill, you may
have to park in the overflow parking lot that’s
roughly 0.25 miles east of the Hurricane Hill parking
lot. Please allow extra time to park and hike to the
Hurricane Hill trailhead.
Photos from FONP Archive
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Friends of Olympic National Park
Facebook Poll:
Survey to assess the Future of the Friends of
Olympic National Park (FONP) Facebook
Page:
Friends, we need your help. We are trying to
determine what the FONP Facebook page should
look like in the future. Please take a few minutes to
complete the survey, below:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HHXJYDS

Photo (left) from FONP Archive.

Recent dinner meeting of FONP Board
of Directors. Photo by Kelsey Julander.
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Friends of Olympic National Park
Annual Calendar of Events:

Friends of Olympic National Park (FONP) has
resumed sponsorship and coordination of
these popular activities following a lengthy
hiatus due to the pandemic. We invite our
FONP members to participate in these events
and to take advantage of multiple volunteer
opportunities.
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Membership Application
Friends of Olympic National Park (FONP).
Yes, I would like to join the Friends of Olympic National Park:

___ Individual $25
___ Student $15

___ Family $30
___ Current Armed Services $15

Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________
City State Zip_________________________________
Phone_______________________________________
e-mail (to receive
newsletter)__________________________________
Please return to:
FONP, P. O. Box 3238, Port Angeles, WA 98362
Where your membership money goes…
•Knowledge that you are supporting this treasured place
•Recognition funding for Most Inspirational Park Employee and Most Inspirational
Friend Volunteer
•Sponsorship of the Perspectives Lecture Series
•Funding for special projects such as the beautification of Employee Entrance at
Visitor Center
•Funding for special events, such as Duk Point Beach clean-up & volunteer BBQ
•Biannual member newsletter
•FONP Car Decal to share your pride!
Photos from FONP Archive

